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ADDITIONAL FILE 5 

 

FLOW CHART FOR SYNTHESIS PROCESS (adapted from guidance developed by 

Popay et al, 2006) 

 

 

    

     

Tools and techniques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Tools and techniques 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Tools and techniques 

 

 

Developing a theory 

Developing a preliminary synthesis 

 Tabulation 

 Groupings and cluster 

 Transforming data: constructing a 
common measure 

 Vote counting as a descriptive tool 
 

 

Exploring relationships within and 

between studies 

 Moderator variables and subgroup 
analyses 

 Idea webbing/conceptual mapping 

 Qualitative case descriptions 

 Visual representation of 
relationship between study 
characteristics and results 

 

Assessing the robustness of the 

synthesis 

 Reflecting critically on the synthesis 

process 

Conclusions and recommendations 

(Final synthesis) 

BEGINNING OF 

SYNTHESIS 

END OF 

SYNTHESIS 
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